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Now under British rule goats have replaced human victims
in these sacrifices. The blood of the goat is allowed to flow
over the beach, and its head is thrown far into the current as
an offering to the deity.1 Again at Atabong, as at Ibeno and
Eketj in Southern Nigeria, " in olden days, at the beginning
of each fishing season, a man was chosen from among the
poorer sort, and bound to a post at low tide, to be drowned
by the rising water. Now a cow or bull is sacrificed in like
manner, that the crawfish Juju may be pleased with the offer-
ing and, in return, bestow heavy catches upon its worshippers.*'2
At Ondo, in Southern Nigeria, many human sacrifices used
to be offered after the death of a king; but under British
rule horses are now substituted for human victims.3 Among
the Lesa, a tribe of the Belgian Congo, the graves of great
chiefs are commonly surrounded by many paths, to allow
the ghosts of the dead chiefs to walk about in them at their
ease. From time to time these paths are ceremonially cleaned,
and in old days the cleaning of the paths was regularly accom-
panied by the sacrifice of a slave. Now under Belgian rule a
goat is sacrificed instead of a slave. The flesh of the goat is
eaten by the sweepers of the paths.4
Elsewhere I have discussed the custom of killing or sacri-
ficing the first-born children. I may here give a few more
instances of the practice. Thus with regard to the Booandik
tribe of South Australia we are told that " it is customary for
the women to kill their first child, as they do not wish the
trouble of rearing them. Others take revenge for the suffer-
ings they undergo on the child, by allowing it to bleed to
death/1 5 In San Cristoval, one of the Solomon Islands,
" the first-born baby is called gare utaora or ahubweu^ * the
unlucky or stupid one.* This baby is immediately buried
alive ; the father digs a little grave, puts his baby into it,
places a large stone on top and firmly stamps down the stone
upon the baby. The first-born baby they say will never be
strong or clever, and is probably not the son of this man, but
of someone else ; it is best to kill it at once. But if the baby
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